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men to be superior to that of most Euro-
pean writers, and their opinions more cor-
rect. They have all the authors on these
subjects, united with much experience,
which no European country can have had.
This has enabled our statesmen to correct
many of the theories which lead astray
European writers.

" But as to classical learning, history,
civil and ecclesiastical, mathematics, astron-
omy, chymistry, botany, and natural his-
tory, excepting here and there a rare in-
stance of a man who is eminent in some one
of these branches, we may be said to have
no learning at all, or a mere smattering.
And what is more distressing to me, I see
everywhere a disposition to decry the an-
cient and original authors, which I deem far
superior to the modern, and from which the
best modern writers have drawn the finest
parts of their productions.

" There is another circumstance still more
afflictive to a man who is attached, as I am,
to a republican government, and one that
I perceive has not occurred to you. This
is that the equal distribution of estates and
the small property of our citizens, both of